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CLAIMS 




In a smart compact device, a user interface comprising: 



a display screen in communication with an activating object that is 



capable of repotting X and Y position information in a first and a second state; 



data displayed on said display screen in response to a selection of 



said first state or said second state. 



2. The user interface W claim 1, wherein said second state is entered 
substantially immediately when saickactivating object is placed in proximity to, 



10 but not in contact with, said display screer 



3. The user interface of claim 1, wherein said second state is entered 



following a selected time delay period after said activating object is placed in 



proximity to, but not in contact with, said display screen. 
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The user interface of claim 1, wherein said data displayed on said 
display screen is displayed or hidden in response to a selection of either said first 



state or said \econd state. 



5. The user interface of claim 1, wherein said user interface employs an 



inductive sensing system. 



6. The user interface of claim 1, wherein said user interface employs a 



15 




ratiometric measurement technique with a small number of coils that each extend 



10 across a sensing area 



7. The user interface of claim 1, wherein said smart compact device 



displays said data in windows 



8. The user interface of claim 4, wherein additional data related to at 



least part of data displayed on said display screeA is displayed in response to said 



second state. 
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V The user interface of claim 5, wherein additional data related to at 
least paivof data displayed on said display screen is displayed in response to said 
second state\ 

5 10. The user interface of claim 6, wherein additional data related to at 

least part of data displaced on said display screen is displayed in response to said 
second state. \ 

11. The user interfaced of claim 8, wherein said additional data is 
10 displayed only after said activatingVbject has been held above the display for a 

pre-selected period of time. \ 

12. The user interface of claim % wherein said additional data is 
displayed only after said activating object has\een held above the display for a 

15 pre-selected period of time. \ 
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IS. The user interface of claim 10, wherein said additional data is 
displayed only after said activating object has been held above the display for a 
pre-selected period of time. 

5 14. The user interface of claim 6, wherein once said additional data has 

been displayed, touching said activating object to said display screen on said 
additional data causes a fi\st action to occur, said first action being different from 
a second action that wouldNhave occurred if said additional data had not been 
displayed. \ 

10 \ 

15. The user interface of claim 1, wherein said smart compact device is 
handheld. \ 

16. The user interface of claim l\ wherein said activating object is a 
15 finger, pen, and the like. \ 



21 



SYN-099 



17. A system for presenting and manipulating information in the user 



interface of a smart compact device, comprising: 



toupling a display screen in communication with an activating 
object that is capable of reporting X and Y position information in a first state and 



5 a second state; 



coupling atsleast one processing element said activating object; 



operating conttol software for said activating object reporting said X 
and Y position information anci whether said activating object is in said first or 



said second state; 
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operating an operating^ system on said at least one processing 



element that presents data; and 



controlling information on saiti display screen in response to said 
activating object to selectively hide and display^data in response to whether said 
activating object is in said first state or said second\state. 
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18V The system of claim 17, wherein said second state is entered 
substantially immediately by placing said activating in proximity to, but not in 



contact with, said display screen. 



19. The system of claim 17, wherein said second state is entered 
following a selected We delay period after placing said activating object in 



proximity to, but not in contact with, said display screen. 



20. The system of claim 17, wherein said data displayed on said display 
10 screen is displayed or hidden in response to a selection of either said first state or 



said second state. 



21. The system of claim 17, w v herein said user interface employs an 



inductive sensing system. 
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£2. The system of claim 17, wherein said user interface employs a 
ratiometAc measurement technique with a small number of coils that each extend 
across a sensing area. 

5 23. The system of claim 17, wherein said smart compact device displays 

said data in windows. \ 

24. The system of claim 20, wherein additional data related to at least 
part of data displayed on said ^display screen is displayed in response to said 

10 second state. \ 

25. The system of claim 21, wherein additional data related to at least 
part of data displayed on said display screen is displayed in response to said 
second state. \ 

15 \ 
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26. The system of claim 22, wherein additional data related to at least 
part of data displayed on said display screen is displayed in response to said 
second state\ 

5 27. The\system of claim 24, wherein said additional data is displayed 

only after said activating object has been held above the display for a pre-selected 
period of time. \ 

28. The system ofVclaim 25, wherein said additional data is displayed 
10 only after said activating objecVhas been held above the display for a pre-selected 

period of time. \ 

29. The system of claim 26, wherein said additional data is displayed 
only after said activating object has been held above the display for a pre-selected 

15 period of time. \ 
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3$). The system of claim 22, wherein following displaying said 
additional Mata, touching said activating object to said display screen on said 
additional datk causes a first action to occur, said first action being different from 
a second action mat would have occurred if said additional data had not been 
5 displayed. \ 

31. The system of\claim 17, wherein said smart compact device is 
handheld. \ 

10 32. The system of claim 17, wherein said activating object is a finger, 

pen, and the like. \ 
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33. A method for controlling a display of data on a display screen, 



comprising; 



providing a touch screen in communication with an activating 



object; 



defining a first state and a second state by a first proximity 



relationship and a second proximity relationship between said activating and said 



touch screen; 



sensing a relationship between said activating object and said touch 



screen; 
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determining whether said relationship is within said first state or said 



second state; and 



displaying a first group of\data on said display screen if said 
relationship is within said first state and displaying a second group of data on said 



display screen if said relationship is within said second state. 
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34\ The method of claim 33, wherein said first proximity relationship is 
contact and Wd second proximity relationship is within close proximity to said 



display screen. 



35. The method of claim 34, wherein said contact is at a first pressure 
and said close proximity is aoa second pressure less than said first pressure. 



36. The method of claim 33, wherein said sensing said relationship for a 



pre-selected period of time. 
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